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NEWSLETTER 2/2007

BERNARD KELLY

Toby (Bernard) Kelly

 

This  year our friend and Clubmate Toby Kelly died and the club will be much poorer because he is not around. 

We all knew Toby by his nickname which I understand dates back to a part he played in a pantomime promoted by the Club many years ago.  

He joined the Peterborough Cycling Club on 22nd February, 1937 at the age of 18, and typical of his wish for involvement, he first joined the committee on 3rd January, 1938. 

Then the World War got in the way of his cycling and it is recorded in the committee minutes of 3rd June, 1940 that he was serving in the forces and he saw out the war in the Royal Navy. 

At the first AGM after the war on 21st January 1946, he restarted his involvement and was elected Club Captain. 

From that time, Toby was always there to help and until he decided to call it a day in 1996, he served on the committee and was for a very large number of those 50 years, Club Secretary with Mirrie his wife who was Treasurer. 

But it was not just the work he did for the Club, it was his offers to help anyone who needed it, particularly young members for whom he was there to pass on his years of experience. 

During those years he even found time to race at all distances, but his forte was in long distance races and he held the Club 24 hour record of 408 miles, which still stands. 

Toby was always there to help with a smile and witty comment, and at the time he decided to 'Hand in his number' he had been a member of Peterborough Cycling Club for 70 years and will be missed, not only by members of our Club but by so many cyclists from other clubs in the area who were his friends. 

This is a short obituary of Toby (Bernard) Kelly, which, if there was time, could have been a book about a man who will always be remembered as Mr. Peterborough Cycling Club.


NOTE FROM THE SECRETARY

The Club’s second Newsletter of 2007. Once again, it will be available by e-mail, on the website, and by post. If you are a member, and have not notified the Secretary of a newly acquired e-mail/web facility, please let him know your details. This will reduce costs of posting and ensure you get all the latest news (and the next Newsletter) more quickly.

Club nights are fairly well established now, and the pattern suggests that without the support of half a dozen stalwarts, attendance would be insufficient to justify renting the Hall. So this is a plea for more of you to give it a try, perhaps riding out now that the nights are lighter. Monday 14th is a Committee meeting, so there are fewer there for a natter, though anyone with a high boredom threshold is welcome to listen to proceedings. We need inputs to add a bit of spice to other nights, so if you have any ideas, please get in touch. The cycle jumble and Arthur Wright evenings were both successful, though higher attendances would have added to both events.  

TOUR DE FRANCE TRIP

There are still a few spare seats left for this trip at the time of writing. For details contact Jeremy Harrison – 01778 341340.

“COME AND TRY IT TIME TRIAL”

The Committee has decided to run a “Come and Try It Time Trial”, which is held under the auspices of Cycling Time Trials. These events are designed to give newcomers to time trials a taste of such events without the usual restrictions of club membership etc. Our Club membership is just about holding steady, but new members, particularly young ones, would be welcome additions, and this event would hopefully boost numbers. 

We are looking at the second week in July, going firm with a date once we can obtain the use of a suitable headquarters for the event. If it is to be a success, we will need the support of many members on the day, both to welcome and inform potential members and to help marshal the event. As soon as the date is fixed, you will all be informed and continually cajoled to attend.

PRIZE DINNER

On 23rd March Alex Harrison posted the following on the web site forum:

“What format would the club members like to see the prize dinner take? When I first joined back in the 80's it was a sit down 3 course formal do with partners at Brown's dance centre, with speeches and presentation, followed by disco. A similar theme followed at the Moat House, but numbers declined. More turned up to the Christmas lunch time gathering (no prizes) and so the evening event was cancelled and the prizes combined with this latter event. Once again numbers declined and it was thought too close to Christmas. The latest of course has been at deafblind uk, but again numbers are down and even the prize winners don't come. So what would make people come along? Evening or lunch time? Buffet or formal? Disco or not? November or February? How much would you want to pay? Do you want to cycle to it? If even the prize winners don't come we must be way off the mark, so please tell us what you want for this years event.”

On 4th April I (Secretary) commented that there had been little reaction to this. To date, my comment has been visited by 83 folks and Alex’s plea by 50. There has only been one response. How can Alex proceed – early bookings are necessary – if he has no idea of members’ preferences? We know that not everyone can be pleased, but it’s frustrating to try, without your guidance, only to find out that all the work put in is poorly supported and attracts negative criticism. So come on, tell Alex what you want ASAP. 

WEBSITE FORUM

The website forum has been opened to non-members, a facility most Clubs offer. We’ll keep a careful eye on contributions to ensure the facility is not being abused. This is a valuable way for members to put forward views, disseminate information etc, so let’s all use it.

CLUB PHOTOGRAPH

The following is an extract from the minutes of the last Committee meeting: 

“All agreed that an attempt should be made to produce a Club photograph this year. Ideally it would contain as many members as possible, in Club colours with some bicycles. Selecting a sensible occasion was difficult. All suggestions welcome.”

We’ll try to find a way to organise this, but the plea for suggestions is serious; if the “Come and Try It Time Trial” is well supported that could be a secondary aim for the evening. Our predecessors in 1895 managed it (see following), so we should keep the tradition going.
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The centre of the front row has been enlarged in the inset – I didn’t realise our Treasurer was that old! In case you doubt it, further enlargement follows.
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The image has been provided by nenedigital – www.nenedigital.co.uk   - who kindly donated the somewhat tatty original to the Club. They can supply copies of this digitally enhanced version at very reasonable prices.

WHO ARE THEY?

More interesting information about your Committee members.

Jeremy & Alex Harrison 
The family is originally from Nottingham and our father, Philip used to enjoy cycling in the countryside with his father.  His uncle Noel was also a great CTC man, at 5ft tall he was known as Hefty and did some epic touring runs over the years.  Mum, Fiona and Dad settled in Peterborough, with Dad at Perkins and Mum a PE teacher.  We moved out to Thurlby in 1974, when I was 3 and Jezz 5 and lived in a caravan for 4 years, whilst renovating a house.  Once Jezz and I were old enough Dad decided he could sneak out on a bike again and bought himself a Langdale Touring bike.  It wasn’t long before the rest of us tagged along and we had some fantastic family touring holidays, in this country and abroad.  We also joined the Bourne Wheelers, which only had a few members and a steady Sunday club run.  Now in our teens Jezz and I (and Mum) soon wanted to race, so through old friends Jen and Rod Auckland we joined the Peterborough CC.  We started off with club 10’s and 25’s before moving on to road racing.  Mum, having taken up the sport at 40 went on to finish in the top 10 at national champs at 10, 25, 50 and 100 and win the team prize and hold the national team record at 10 and 25 as well as finish 22nd in the National RR.  Dad rode 10’s and 25’s and became a 753 approved frame builder.  Jezz  did an apprenticeship at Perkins before going full time with the cycling, winning 4 division champs, the overall and king of the mountains at the Europa 2-day ahead of John Tanner and a host of other races.  He also had several top ten placings in star trophy (now premier calender) events and beat Chris Boardman in the prologue of the Newark 2-day and represented Great Britain at the Tour of Lancashire.  A race which also saw him catch Joey McLoughlin in the TT stage.  I completed a drawing office apprenticeship at Dow Mac Concrete and followed Jezz into the Corby based Invicta team, with 2 time national road champ Simon Bray, one time national road champ Dave Rand and Roger Hammond.  It was a very strong and united team, we road the 4 days of racing at Jersey one year, winning all 4 events.  Sean Macken won the TT, Jezz won the circuit race, I won the 80 mile RR then Jezz won the h’cap RR.  We also dominated the Tour of the North in Northern Ireland, with Simon Bray winning a stage and the overall, Dominic Sweeney winning a stage, Jezz finished 4th overall and me 10th.  I also won the Great Cressingham RR ahead of Matt Stephens, a stage of the Winchester 2-Day ahead of Jeremy Hunt and the Letchworth 2-Day ahead of Brian Steel and Phil Wilkins, as well as claiming 5 medals at divi champs and 12th at the Solihull Star Trophy.  We both had a season racing in France with a French team along with 2 Russians, one who had ridden the Vuelta and the other had finished 4th at the world rr champs.  We regularly raced against riders like Pascal Herve (went on to be French rr champ Festina pro and Giro leader), Richard Vivien (former world amateur rr champ) and Dennie Leproux (former Z pro, turned pro again the following year and finished 33rd in the Tour, now team manager at Agritubel).  We had top 10 placings, but realized a pro career was out of reach and returned to England.  We rode for Letchworth Velo when the Invicta folded and set up the Stilton racing team with Dave Stanbridge.  Heart problems forced me to retire from racing in 1996 and combined with Weddings and christenings, “Team Harrison” called it a day on racing.  Jezz and I returned to the Peterborough CC, I am a self employed civil/structural CAD draughtsman and Jezz took over Mum’s massage business.  All of us still cycle most days, with Jezz doing the odd race to remind himself how nice it is not to.
Questions to the President

Place of Birth?.....................................Erith, Kent (It’s on the route of the 2007 Tour Stage to Canterbury)

Date of Birth?......................................Last century.

Born under the sign of?......................Aquarius.

Favourite Colour?...............................Ultramarine Blue.

Currently on your wish list?...............A Pinarello Opera, A De Rosa King, And a Scott Team Issue.

When did you join Peterborough Cycling Club?........1971.

What was the first cycle race that you witnessed?.......The 1970 Milk Race.

Your favourite race?...........................Tour of Flanders.

Your cycling heroes?...........................Tommy Simpson, Eddy Merckx, David Millar.

Most exciting cycling moment?...........Witnessing the 1974 Tour de France Plymouth Tour stage.

Your own palmares include?...............3rd place in the club 1996 Roadmans Hill Climb, Evergreen prize in an edition of the Melton Olympic Hilly 21, 3rd place in a  NCRA Handicap event ( Possibly connected with escaping unscathed from a pile-up in the final kilometre).

Heroes?................................George Steiner (no relation) and Christopher Hitchens.

With which period of history do you most identify?  The period of the English Civil War.

Most important invention apart from the bicycle?......The camera.

Share a secret?.........................................Eddy Merckx loaned my copy of ‘Cycling Weekly’ to read in the foyer of the Holiday Inn in Plymouth 1974.

Precious Autographs?...........................Gillian Anderson and Eddy Merckx.

Your favourite cycle ride? ……………Cranborne Chase, and Purbeck in Dorset.

A paradise for cyclists?..........................Denmark

Most likely to be found on your CD player?...........Mary Chapin Carpenter or the Cocteau Twins.

Keith Steiner, President Peterborough Cycling Club, May 2007

CLUB RECORDS

Some of you will not have seen the excellent albums Alex Harrison compiled of press cuttings, photographs and various other Club memoranda. Ideally, someone else will take on this task, but we should all help to ensure that the material needed to make up such records is not lost. So please, everyone, hold on to such items, or pass them to a Committee Member until we decide how best to move on. It may be feasible to collate and store this material digitally, but care is required to ensure that the storage method chosen will stand the test of time. Any suggestions, or even better, a volunteer to undertake the task, will be welcome. 

FROM THE PAST

The following is taken from the Club handbook in 1949, and is, perhaps, just as relevant today:
“PERSONAL 

The Peterborough Cycling Club is the oldest active cycling club in the world and its prestige is very high indeed, and it is to be hoped that you will help to uphold this prestige by adhering to the rules as far as possible.

You will also observe that every effort is being made to provide interesting events for you. Whether your ambitions are towards speed events or those of a social character, we would remind you that the programme has not been compiled without a large amount of individual effort on the part of the Committee, and in return we feel confident you will also do YOUR bit by carrying out the following recommendations :

Be at the starting point a few minutes before advertised time.

The Hon. Secretary will be glad to receive suggestions from you which may prove helpful to the Club. Make the suggestion in writing and it will be fully investigated. 

THANK YOU.” 

