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NEWSLETTER 3/2008

This may be the third and final Newsletter for 2008, though I had hoped to issue one per quarter. My limited journalisitic capabilities mean I need support from others in the form of articles, and since No2 of 2008 I have received none. So if you want a more regular and comprehensive read I need more help.

Much of this edition is taken up with reports of this season’s event activities, weighted towards the Open events. The Club has promoted an Open 25 mile TT, a 10 mile TT and two (concurrent) Road Races. The Club has also run 2 of the NDCA Road Races, helped John Powell run a LVRC Road Race, and supported Nick Smith in running the Ride for Ryder Sportif for Thorpe Hall. 

It was unfortunate that 3 of these events took place on consecutive weekends, which strained the willingness of Club members to volunteer, though the response was magnificent and many of those who were unable to help were languishing in the sun (I hope) abroad. It is not always possible to get the dates for Open events we ask for (a process which has already started for 2009) – the decisions are made elsewhere, but we aim to avoid most of this conflict next year by bringing the Road Races forward to, perhaps, June.

Perhaps most importantly, this Newsletter gives details of the Annual General Meeting, which you are all encouraged to attend; it’s a better time to make the Committee aware of opinions than during general chat at Club events. I make the point again in the announcement, but if you want to bring a topic up under Any Other Business, you should give the Committee forewarning. If you don’t do this, you will be testing the Chairman’s patience if you raise matters on the night.  

Affiliations
I said in the last issue that I would tell you about the various organisations the Club belongs to, and what it costs us. I’m just sending off our membership renewal of Cycling Time Trials for 2009, with a cheque for £30. For this, among other benefits, members of our Club can enter Open Time Trial events; cyclists not belonging to a Club affiliated to CTT may not ride in Open events. It also enables the Club to run both Closed and Open Time Trials under the umbrella (including insurance) of the national organisation; in addition to the annual fee, we pay £1 for each rider in a Closed Event, and £2 for each rider in an Open Event.

Open 25 Time Trial

Peterborough CC Be-Well open 25 was held on 24th May on the Stilton course which was to host the National 25 Championship some 3 weeks later. We had hoped to get a big entry from top riders wanting to practice on the course, but were unaware when the date was chosen that it would clash with the National 10 mile Championship. Even so, a good-sized field took part on the day. Event report follows: 
Sam Barker (Planet X) powered to victory in the club's open 25 sponsored by Be-Well nutrition.
Barker battled the very windy conditions to take the victory in 58.11.  A big thankyou to organiser John Dawson and his team of helpers for doing such a great job and Be-well for their sponsorship.
Prize winners:

1st  Sam Barker (Planet X)  58.11

2nd Al Slater (Walsall Roads CC)  58.59

3rd  Stuart Wright (Planet X)  59.19

4th  Zak Moore (45 Road Club)  59.47 

1st H'Cap  Paul Asplin (Fenland Clarion)

2nd H'Cap  John Dawson (Peterborough CC)

3rd Lyden Leadbeater (Fenland Clarion)

4th  Neil McGann (Cambridge CC) 

1st Lady on H'Cap  Cath Weiss (http://www.agiskoviner.com/) 

1st Team on H'Cap  Fenland Clarion
Clubroom 

No apologies for repeating the text of a recent e-mail to Club members:
From 1st October our use of the Clubroom will change. After that date there will be a general Club meeting on the first Monday in the month, and on the third Monday the Committee meeting will be held. It is hoped that on those first Mondays some event will be held in addition to a meet for a coffee and chat. It would be a great help if members could contribute to those first Monday meetings by offering to spice them up with some sort of organised event – get those imaginations going!

No need to fret about the first Monday in October – the 6th. Richard Roach will be bringing along the entire clothing stock for you to inspect/buy, and will be offering some items at much reduced prices. It will also be a chance to place an order for new Club clothing, as Richard will be placing a clothing order soon after the meeting. Our Chairman will be offering a chance to buy excellent tools at highly competitive prices. If any one else wants to set up a suitable stall, let the Secretary know, but this is not intended to be a Cycle Jumble – that will come at a later date.

Finally, coffee/tea and light refreshments will be provided free.
The Rob Corrigan Memorial ‘10’

- held on Saturday 30th August, reported by organiser John McCarthy. 

Just for a change it was a really nice warm and sunny day…so I was able to be correctly dressed in shorts and tee shirt!

With some 49 riders due to start, and a smattering of fast men, it promised to be a good day.   I had placed all the signage around the course earlier on in the day, and had fixed the chequered flag at the finish…more on that later.
All the riders signed on – which was a refreshing change, and all but one started…poor scratchman Paul Haggerty’s bike died on the line!

Anyway, nobody crashed this year, and I think they all enjoyed the event.

The scratch result:

1st
Dominic Sweeney

21.39

2nd
Brett Harwood


21.55

3rd
Neill Coventry


22.09

4th
Duncan Murphy

22.44

5th
Ian Waddilove


22.59

6th
Zak Moore


23.06

7th
Stephen Butterworth

23.29

8th
Tim Read


23.41

9th
Ian Bibby


23.55

10th
Simon Pitchford

23.57

Men’s handicap winner was Paul Bennett of Melton Olympic with 22.53 (which was actually 4th fastest, but excluded from the scratch prizes!!) As he had no performances at any distance for the last n years, I may have been too generous with his handicap! 


Fastest lady on handicap was Mrs Georgina Gardiner with an actual of 29.23 (h’cap time was 19.55) 

To finish – well, what an apt word…someone obviously had a greater need to acquire a chequered flag, because ours was stolen!! That meant Tim had to run around an order a new one in time for the RR of the next weekend.

Long ago – in a county far, far away…

There was a new ‘tester’ sort of just starting out – so let’s go back to 1969. Riding a Holdsworth ‘Mistral’ he managed a 1.1.41 on The Bath road in April, then a 59.28 later in the same month. There followed a smattering of 23 minute ‘10’s, and then a 59.12 on the Bath road on a new Mercian Superlight. Typical equipment on the Holdsworth was a Williams AB77 chainset, Campagnolo Record gears, and Universal Mod.61 centre pull brakes.

1969 saw him ride many, many events, but with no spectacular results, apart from a 58.57 in late October.

Typical monthly mileage throughout the year was some 500 – 750, with 1300 + during August. All in all, about 8200+ miles for the year.

1970 saw some 2800 miles before the first event – a ‘10’ in 23.36. Three days over a Bank holiday weekend saw a 1.1.15, a 1.0.1, and then a 1.12.4 for a ’30’. June saw a 58.27, another ‘58’, a 2.2.48 for a ‘50’, then a win in a ‘50’ with 2.2.45 (and he punctured in that event!)

Once again, many miles were covered, with plenty of 59’s or 1.0’s

Mileage for the year some 8600+

1971 saw fourteen sub-hour 25’s, and two Open TT wins. He also took his Club’s ‘25’ record with a 57.12 on the Bath road. In May, he achieved three 25mph + rides over a weekend with 58.07, 59.54, and then a 1.11.04 in a ‘30’. He also won the same ‘50’ as in 1970 with 2.2.16 (and he also punctured again!)

There were two RR wins as well – just for a change. Total mileage for the year some 7800+.

1972 – this was the year when it all seemed to get going…The Club low gear ‘25’ event – on a 62” gear was won in 1.6.45 (I’ll let you work out the rpm)

The Medium gear (72”) was dealt with in 1.2.43, then an early March weekend saw a ‘double’ in a ‘10’ (22.46) and a hilly ‘27’ (1.6.05). The Easter Bank holiday weekend saw a ‘triple’ win with 57.38 on the Bath road (and this was fastest of the year), a 1.0.33 in his Club Open, and a 59.22 on the Monday to beat the then current BBAR. He also won a ‘100’ in Hampshire with 4.15.40.

Equipment by now was Campagnolo Record throughout, with Weinmann 500’s, and 28’s shod with Clement 10’s.

That year saw some 15 open wins, some 13 sub-hour 25’s, and some 36 team wins.

Total mileage for the year was some 8700+.

1973 – a relatively short year, because this ‘tester’ joined HMG in March. With some 1400 miles done, the medium gear (72”) was despatched with a 1.2.30, and a notable very hilly 39km event in deepest Hampshire was won in 1.2.07 (this record stood for the next ten years…)

The double win achieved in 1972 was almost repeated with a win with 23.19 in the  wet and windy ‘10’, followed by a second place in the Hilly ‘27’ to the then current BBAR!

This just gives a flavour of what it was like all those years ago…when blokes like this ‘tester’ would practically live on the bike! 

By someone very close to ‘Nelson’ 

By editor: This tester was too modest to append his name, but I know who it was for anyone desperately intrigued. I’m sure others of you have tales of derring-do from earlier years, so put pen to paper and I’ll do the rest.
Peterborough CC/Baxter & King Construction Road Races

On 7th September the Club’s annual road races were run on the Sawtry-Glatton-Gidding-Sawtry circuit. Generous sponsorship from Baxter & King Construction was fundamental in attracting high quality fields for both races, and there were few spare slots on the start list come the day. The Chief Commissaires first words on meeting the organiser were – “the course is unsafe for road-racing”. Near organiser heart attack and visit to site of small flood in Glatton later, and the course was cleared for racing. Ian Wild’s excellent race report follows:

The Baxter & King Construction road races were held over an undulating 9.5 mile course around Sawtry. The rain held off other than a couple of brief showers, but with a crosswind over the toughest part of the course it meant the races were not together for long. With high prizes on offer everyone was keen to race, much to the delight of the sponsor Geoff Baxter who had come along to spectate and present the prizes.

In the E/1/2/3 race the winning break went on the 2nd lap, initially containing 13 riders, with all of the favourites present. The Terry Wright Cycles prime was taken by Kit Gilham at the end of lap 3 showing the others he was sprinting well. The break was reduced to 10 on lap 4 and then down to 9 who fought out a tight sprint at the end with Mark Wordsworth (Team Corley) taking the £250 first prize by a bike length from Kit Gilham (Kinesis RT) who threw his bike ahead of Dan Staite (Python RT) on the line.

Team Corley took the team prize with ease as they put 3 men in the winning break, Matthew Higgins and Richard Cartland backing up Wordsworth by taking 8th and 9th place.

Result:

1
Mark Wordsworth
Team Corley

2
Kit Gilham

Kinesis RT

3
Dan Staite

Python RT

4
Rob Sharman

Sigma Sport

5
Dave Clarke

Team Lacuna

6
Mark Lovatt

Planet X

7
Matt Clinton

KFS Special Vehicles/Sunday Bicycles
all s.t

8
Richard Cartland
Team Corley




at 4 secs

9
Matthew Higgins
Team Corley




at 11 secs

10
Nigel Williams
Python RT




at ??

In the 3/4 race the action came early on with David Barnes (Team Economic Energy) building up a good lone lead for 2 laps and then being joined by local rider Malcolm Smith (Fenland Clarion). After Barnes took the Terry Wright Cycles prime at the end of lap 3, the two were joined by Magic Wernico (Beds Road CC) then Barnes dropped back to the diminishing bunch. Smith and Wernico worked well together building a lead of 2 minutes by the finish where Smith took the sprint and the £100 first prize by half a wheel. The chasing bunch was reduced to 13 riders by the line with the sprint being taken by David Whyman (Clarence Street Cycles) ahead of Steve Hewing (Leics RC) and the LVRC national road race & criterium over 50’s champion John French from the promoting club Peterborough Cycling Club.

Result:

1
Malcolm smith
Fenland Clarion

2
Magic Wernico 
Beds Road CC

3
David Whyman
Clarence Street Cycles

at ~ 2.00

4
Steve Hewing

Leics RC

5
John French

Peterborough Cycling Club

6
Alan Lovegrove
Team Welwyn

7
Paul Fielding

Haverhill Wheelers

8
Stuart Muffin

Ashfield RC

9
Thomas Mendham
Witham Wheelers

10
Andrew Swain

Cycling Bargains RT


all at s.t.

Report and Results from Ian Wild, Peterborough Cycling Club.

It’s worth mentioning that Brett Harwood finished in the main National B bunch, and Nick Sayer, in his first ever road race finished in the Regional B bunch. As organiser I’ve tried to thank everyone who helped on the day – support was splendid – but if I’ve missed anyone, I plead senility onset. I learnt a lot from organising these races, and being a sucker for punishment will do it again next year.

Club Championships

I believe the Club Championship for 2008 may yet be decided by Hill Climb results, so keep an eye on the web site for final places.  The Thursday evening league tables have been completed and resulted in clear wins for Brian Charmley in the Handicap League and for Nick Sayer (recent road race convert) in the Scratch League.
Annual General Meeting

The AGM will be held on Monday 17th November in the Clubroom at 1930. I will be sending out an agenda nearer the time, but make a note for your diaries. We hope to get a group photograph again, so bring along a Club jersey to brighten the scene up a little.

The Committee will decide the agenda at its 20th October meeting, but if anyone wants a topic discussed as a full agenda item, let me know, and I’ll put it to the Committee. You may also bring up a topic for discussion under Any Other Business, but only if you have given the Committee, through the Secretary, due notice (normally 2 weeks minimum). The Chairman may refuse to allow discussion of topics raised on the night.

PS – Film night on 3rd November. Meet 1930 for 2000, details later.












